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HOUSE HUNTING 2

Socially sustainable 
housing
Jannie Vinke and Marcel van der Lubbe (ANA 
Architects) journey through Europe in a camper 
as part of their project ‘ANA goes Europe’, look-
ing for fresh answers to the question of what add-
ed value architects can contribute to the future 
housing challenges. Along the way, they speak 
with residents, clients, city officials, investors, 
builders, and architects. In this multi-part se-
ries, they report their findings. This instalment is  
on Germany.

From a project’s beginning, German architects 
have a strong position in the construction process. 
As general contractor, they also take responsibility 

for additional consultants and implementation. We 
have seen many projects by building collectives 
where architects were the initiators. By acting as 
such, their position becomes even stronger and they 
have more control over high architectural quality. 
That said, the German architects with whom we have 
spoken indicated that they struggle with bringing 
input from residents into the design process.

It is noteworthy that Germany excels at carrying 
out consistent policies, and thereby also dares to 
learn from its mistakes. We saw this, for instance, 
in Tübingen, the self-build city of Germany. Since 
the 1990s, the city has developed all of its municipal 
locations for building collectives. The municipality’s 
process of management is completely profession-
alized. This has led to widespread support among 
its population. Additionally, the process leads to 
many innovations in social and technical measures, 
often initiated by architects. We observed this in 
the Tübingen district of Alte Weberei, for example. 
Even major developers operating in the city, such as 

Deutsche Bahn, recognize the added value and enlist 
the municipal system in order to organize a portion 
of self-build on their development sites.

German architects also show their value in terms 
of typological innovation. With more than 20 per 
cent of its population over 65, Germany is the most 
aged country in Europe. Living independently at 
home for a longer time is made possible in Germany 
primarily by encouraging solidarity between gener-
ations, which also leads to new forms of housing. In 
multi-generational projects, such as the Pöstenhof 
in Lemgo (also a project by a building collective 
jointly initiated by the architect), families and se-
nior citizens live together in a small-scale complex. 
They commit themselves to being good neighbours. 
Lemgo is an excellent example of how German ar-
chitects’ characteristic strong role is linked to the 
typological innovation that arises from a new kind 
of challenge. (JANNIE VINKE AND MARCEL VAN DER LUBBE)

Info www.anagoeseurope.eu,  
www.hsd-architekten.de, www.tuebingen.de/alteweberei

BOOK

Dutch architect and writer Emiel 
Lamers spent years in Hungary, and 
has written numerous articles on 
Hungarian architecture, many of 
which have been featured in A10 new 
European architecture. His first book, 
subtitled ‘21 Projects from the 21st 
Century’, offers a personal selection 
of buildings he has introduced to the 
international public over the years, 
and others that he has not yet written 
about. ‘Personal’ here inevitably means 
subjective, but also well-organized. 
The selected buildings give a well-con-
sidered overview of Hungarian archi-
tecture, divided into four categories: 

family houses, residential buildings, 
commercial buildings, and public 
buildings. Half are located in the 
countryside, while the other half are 
in Budapest. Award-winning projects 
and less often published renovations 
or extensions are also present.

The author’s subjectivity, I might 
say, becomes apparent only when 
taking a closer look at the selection. 
Twenty-one is not a huge number, and 
yet, some offices are represented with 
two buildings. While opening a broad 
horizon on contemporary modernist 
thinking, the book does not cover other 
aspects, such as the traditionalists – the 
stars of the local ‘organic’ movement, 
founded by the late Imre Makovecz. 
The book therefore not only gives an 
overview on the last fifteen years of 
translating a global architectural lan-
guage into Hungarian, but admittedly 
also imparts the personal taste of an 
interpreter: the writer himself. 

In the four introductory essays, 
Lamers offers useful insight into 
the past and present of architecture 
in Hungary. Relying upon his own 

experiences, and following a brief re-
view of the last century, he creates a 
typology for the current one, with dis-
tinctive terms such as Post-Organism, 
Hungarian regionalism, Minimalism, 
New-Modernism, and European ar-
chitecture (the latter applies mostly 
to the younger generation). Although 
some of the expressions are apparent-
ly disputable, the intention is noble, 
supplying new arguments for a discus-
sion not yet even begun. In two addi-
tional essays, Lamers covers the work 
of foreign architects in Hungary and 
describes the present-day situation, 
focusing on the everyday life of the 
architectural community: the online 
and print media, as well as two organi-
zations, the Hungarian Contemporary 
Architecture Centre and FUGA 
Budapest Center of Architecture.

The first chapters’ essays are fol-
lowed by descriptions and images 
of the selected buildings. From here 
on, Tamás Bujnovszky takes the lead. 
The best-known architectural pho-
tographer of Hungary usually makes 
architecture look far better than in 

reality – but in this case, fortunate-
ly, there is no need for such magic. 
Still, Bujnovszky becomes a worthy 
co-creator, offering many previously 
unpublished images. Next to the con-
cise texts (with interesting details for 
enthusiasts and professionals alike), 
site plans, floor plans, sections, 3D 
models, and, in some cases, model 
photographs and hand drawn sketch-
es are added for a full picture. From 
this point, it is obvious that the writ-
er is himself a practicing architect, at 
least as interested in writing about a 
building as creating one. While Lamers 
has become a Hungarian architecture 
insider, he maintains an outsider’s 
perspective. This familiar feeling and 
warm sympathy towards the topic 
makes the book a lasting adventure 
– and, most importantly, not only for 
Hungarian speakers. (DÁNIEL KOVÁCS)

Emiel Lamers, photographs by Tamás Bujnovszky
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in Tübingen

↑↓ Pöstenhof in Lemgo
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